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REPUBLIC OF KENYA 

 

MINISTRY OF SPORTS, CULTURE AND HERITAGE 
STATE DEPARTMENT FOR SPORTS  

             
   DEPARTMENT OF SPORTS REGISTRAR 

           NSSF Building, Block ‘A’, Eastern Wing  

           P.O. Box 40740-00100 

           Nairobi, Kenya 

   Tel: +254-020- 2727980 

 
Ref No: SR/ADM/41(107)                            Date: 15th October, 2020 

 

Mr. Barry Otieno 

Ag. General Secretary/ CEO 

Football Kenya Federation  

P. O. Box 49911 – 00100 

NAIROBI 

 

RE:  FOOTBALL KENYA FEDERATION (FKF) ELECTIONS: INVITATION AND 

RETURNS FOR COUNTY ELECTIONS 

 

Reference is made to your letter on the above subject matter dated 12th October, 

2020 (copy attached). 

 

Thanks for inviting me as an observer in the FKF National Elections that will be 

held on 17th October, 2020 at Safari Park Hotel and also for notifying me that the 

branch elections were successfully held. 

 

I take this opportunity to thank you for notifying my office on the results/office 

bearers of the County/ Branch elections that were held on 19th September, 2020 

though in your letter you stated that the said elections were concluded on 17th 

October, 2020 which is the same date the FKF National Elections will be held and 

yet FKF County elections were held on 19th September 2020. 

 

It should be noted that election returns for FKF County/Branch elections have not 

been submitted to my Office by the Returning Officer yet the Returning Officer 

and observers needed to do so within 7 days from the date the elections were 
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held. It is a requirement under Paragraph 20 (3) of the Sports Registrar 
Regulations of 2nd September, 2016 that an Observer in an election and the 
Returning Officer submit separate reports to the Sports Registrar on the 
credibility of the held elections; however, none of the two submitted the said 
reports. 
 

Further, your submission of the newly elected officials was submitted one day 

after the deadline for submission which ended on 11th October 2020 as it needed 

to be within 21 days from the date the elections were held. I have also noted that 

the notification of the newly elected office bearers was not done in the prescribed 

Form ‘R’ set out in the First Schedule of the Sports Registrar Regulations as 

required under Paragraph 20(4) of the Sports Registrar Regulations.  

 

Further, Paragraph 20 (2) (f) requires an organization carrying out Elections to 

ensure that the nominated candidates obtain clearance from the Directorate of 

Criminal Investigation (DCI), Ethics and Anti-Corruption Commission (EACC) the 

Credit Reference Bureau (CRB) and the Higher Education Loans Board (HELB). You 

however submitted the list of officials who were elected without copies of their 

Clearance Certificates hence meaning that they vied for positions without the 

requisite clearance by the above Government agencies and therefore they were in 

violation of Paragraph 20 (2) (f) of the Sports Registrar Regulations. 

 

I also noted that most of the Counties that participated in elections to elect 

county officials had not been registered by my office by 19th September, 2020, 

therefore flouting sections 46 (1) of the Sports Act  ( Revised Edition 2013) which 

states that- 

 

 “A body shall not operate as a Sports Organization unless it is registered 
under this Act”. 
 
This therefore means that un-recognized entities and persons who are not 

recognized by the Sports Act were used to elect office bearers of FKF County 

Sports Associations/Branches; the term “Branch” which in the Sports Registrar 

Regulations is defined to mean the organizational unit of a national sports body at 

the County Level and “a County Sports Association”  is also defined by the same 

Sports Registrar Regulations to mean a branch of a National Sports body whose 

area of operation is within a county or a sports organization whose reach is only in 

a county. 
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Part I of the Sports Registrar defines the two terms to mean the same as 

follows:- 

 

“branch” means the organizational unit of a national sports body at the county 

level;  

and  

 

“County Sports Association” means a branch of a national Sports body whose area 

of operation is within a county, or a sports organization whose reach is only in a 

county”. 

 

The issues here are, does the term Branch and County Sports Association mean the 

same? Which elections were held? Were they branch elections or county elections? 

And who was eligible to vote? Was it Interim officials of registered County Sports 

Associations or anyone whether registered by the Sports Registrar or not?  

 

My interpretation unless otherwise is that a County Sports Association and a 

Branch means the same thing and therefore only registered County Sports 

Associations and their Interim Officials should have been allowed to vote. 

  

The answer is section 46 of the Sports Act (Revised Edition 2013) which is very 

clear that an organization cannot operate as a sports organization if not registered 

under the Sports Act. Further, the Sports Registrar is empowered by Section 46 

(2) to register a Sports Organization as either a Sport Club, a County Sports 

Association or a National Sports Organization. So for an organization to 

participate in elections or vote in officials of a Sports Organization or be 

affiliated to any sports organization, it must be registered by my office and be 

legally recognized under section 46 of the Sports Act and this includes a sports 

club, a county sports association and a national sports organization. 

 

I have received complaints through letters and calls that Football Kenya 

Federation (FKF) used un registered entities/ persons and officials of registered 

County Associations that they never initiated their registration and also used the 

names of interim officials of County Sports Associations as opponents to their 

aspiring candidates without their knowledge and approval (enclosed, find a letter 

from their Advocate attesting to the same, some of the complaint letters 

from them).  
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Further, some of the officials that appear in various counties as having vied for 

various positions were nominated in their absence. They have further claimed that 

FKF used the list that was nullified twice by the Tribunal when it quashed/nullified 

the first and second county elections and they have never re-submitted their 

nomination papers to enable them vie for various positions placed under their 

names in the elections that were held on 19th September, 2020. 

 

Arising from the complaints, I did call some of them who alluded the same 

sentiments and even wrote to me explaining that they never submitted nomination 

papers apart from those that were quashed by the Sports Disputes Tribunal and 

the forms that were used were never countersigned by them.  

 

Your letter failed to indicate the Premier leagues/Super league clubs or any other 

sports organization and their officials that will vote in officials of FKF on 17th 

October, 2020. I am therefore not able to check their legal status and advise 

you/FKF. It further failed to attach integrity clearance certificates for 

candidates nominated to vie for various positions, their details and County Sports 

Associations and Sports Clubs that will vote plus the names of the voters from all 

counties and clubs that need to vote. 

 

 

Please note that I am still waiting for the 47 Application Forms meant for the 47 

Football County Sports Associations that were picked from my office by your 

representative Mr. Stephen Otieno on 9th August 2019. Further note that they are 

Government documents and they need to be returned back whether filled or not. It 

is unfortunate that you have failed to dispense your duty as a national sports 

organization to initiate the process of registering Branches/County Football 

Sports Associations that needed to be affiliated to FKF and you have therefore 

left the responsibility to stakeholders to fill the gap while Paragraph 4 (3) (c) and 

(d) of the Sports Registrar Regulations places the responsibility on national sports 

organizations to initiate the process of registering branches/county sports 

associations. 

 

In view of the above, it would have been prudent for FKF not to proceed with the 

planned elections to allow them put their house in order  and conform to the 

national laws of the Country and FIFA Statutes before proceeding with the 

elections. I hope that the League Football  Clubs and  Football County Sports  

Associations that intend to vote on 17th October 2020 are registered by my office 
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and those candidates vying for various positions have the necessary clearance 

certificates from various Government Institutions listed under Regulation No. 20 

(2) (f) of the Sports Registrar Regulations of 2nd September, 2020. 

 

I hope that such anomalies will not occur as you plan to hold your national elections 

on 17th October 2020. 

 
Enclosed, please find the following:- 
 

1.  Complain letters from officials of various registered  County Football 

Associations 

 

2. A  letter from  Kerandi Manduku & Company Advocates dated 14th October 

2020  on behalf of various Football County Sports Associations registered 

by my office (Turkana, Laikipia, Trans-Nzoia, Kakamega, West Pokot, Taita 

Taveta and Busia ) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rose M. N. Wasike (Ms) 

SPORTS REGISTRAR 

 

Encl. 
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Copy to:- 

 

The Cabinet Secretary 

Ministry of Sports, Culture and Heritage 

Kencom House 

NAIROBI 

 

The Principal Secretary 

State Department for Sports 

Kencom House 

NAIROBI 

 

Ag. Commissioner for Sports 

Sports Department  

NSSF Building 24th Floor 

NAIROBI  

 

The Chairman  

Sports Disputes Tribunal 

NSSF Building, 24th Floor Western Wing 

NAIROBI 


